
MINISTRY 

The term “ministry” can be a confusing word for Christians. Usually when we think of ministry, we think 
of things that go on within the walls of the church building here at FBC Bloomfield. Things like the 
Monday Night Meals Ministry, the Quilting Ministry, the Children’s Ministry, and the list goes on and on. 
The confusion comes when we limit ministry to just those things that happen at the church.  Ministry is 
something that every believer should be doing, and it should be wherever they go.  As a matter of fact, 
Ephesians 4:11-12 tells us that the reason we come to church is to be equipped to do ministry. 
Ephesians 2:10 says we are created to minister.  So, if all Christians are called to minister, we probably 
need a good definition of what ministry is.  Ministry is using your God given talents to serve others for 
the glory of God and the furtherment of His Kingdom.  So, with this understanding of what ministry is I 
need to ask you a question… 

WHAT IS YOUR MINISTRY? 

Your ministry could be a million different things, but all ministries will have two things in common.  First, 
like we said before, you will be using your God-given talents to serve others for the glory of God and the 
furtherment of His Kingdom.  Secondly, ministry will be hard!  This is understandable because when you 
serve people you introduce sin into the equation and when you are doing it for the glory of God you will 
ALWAYS have opposition.  No one knew this better than Paul, and in today’s text we see Paul imparting 
some wisdom to Timothy, a young Preacher, about how to carry out his ministry, no matter the 
circumstances.  Paul’s life was almost over, and one of the last things Paul shares with Timothy is 
recorded in 2 Timothy 4:5: 

5 But you should keep a clear mind in every situation. Don’t be afraid of suffering for the Lord. Work at 
telling others the Good News, and fully carry out the ministry God has given you. 

Here we see a few different things Paul urges Timothy to do in order to have an effective ministry. These 
are the same things we need to practice and apply in our lives in order to be effective in ministry. 

1.  Keep a clear mind in all situations. – 2 Timothy 4:5 

When Paul says keep a clear mind, he means to keep a sober mind, or a focused mind and he 
shares a few different ways that we can do this earlier in his letter to Timothy. 

a. Focus on pleasing God, not pleasing people – 2 Timothy 2:4 

4 Soldiers don’t get tied up in the affairs of civilian life, for then they cannot please the officer 
who enlisted them. 

In 2 Timothy 2:4 Paul tells Timothy that a soldier does not get caught up in problems of the 
civilian life because if they do, they can’t please the officer that enlisted them.  Paul is telling 
him that God has given him his ministry so do not worry about pleasing others but rather 
please the one whose ministry it really is.  The same goes for us. Our ministry is not really 
ours at all, it is something that God has entrusted us with to take good care of and carry out 
to the best of our abilities.  When we start worrying about pleasing people rather than God, 
we are no longer good stewards of His ministry.  Paul had said before, and it fits here as 
well, “If I wanted to please people I wouldn’t have become a Christian.”  Why?  Because 



God’s ways are not our ways, and His thoughts are not our thoughts.  So, focus on pleasing 
God and don’t worry about pleasing people. 

 

b. Focus on the important things, not the unimportant – 2 Timothy 2:23-26 

23 Again I say, don’t get involved in foolish, ignorant arguments that only start fights. 24 A 
servant of the Lord must not quarrel but must be kind to everyone, be able to teach, and be 
patient with difficult people. 25 Gently instruct those who oppose the truth. Perhaps God will 
change those people’s hearts, and they will learn the truth. 26 Then they will come to their 
senses and escape from the devil’s trap. For they have been held captive by him to do 
whatever he wants. 

No doubt that Paul had seen plenty of arguments in various ministries throughout his life, 
and he would have seen the damage those arguments have done to the effectiveness of 
those ministries. I would venture to say that if you have been in church for any length of 
time you have seen the same thing.  That is why he tells Timothy to not focus on things that 
don’t matter, but rather focus on what really matters, and that is the truth of God’s word. 

 

c. Focus on the Truth, not your opinion – 2 Timothy 4:3-4  

3 For a time is coming when people will no longer listen to sound and wholesome teaching. 
They will follow their own desires and will look for teachers who will tell them whatever their 
itching ears want to hear. 4 They will reject the truth and chase after myths. 

One of the ways we lose focus in ministry is when we speak our opinion instead of speaking 
God’s truth.  Paul warns Timothy over and over in both of his letters to him to be careful of 
false teachers and to watch out for people who are just looking for what they want to hear. 
He is told in Chapter 3 verses 14-17 that he needs to stand on God’s truth when it comes to 
dealing with these people.  The same goes for us. When God says something is right or 
wrong, we do not get to have an opinion on the matter because when we do, we become 
the false teacher. When we start to confuse our opinions with the truths of God, we become 
ineffective in ministry, because our opinions cannot heal those who are hurting, but God’s 
truth always can. 

 

2. Don’t be afraid of suffering – 2 Timothy 3:10-13 
 
10 But you, Timothy, certainly know what I teach, and how I live, and what my purpose in life is. 
You know my faith, my patience, my love, and my endurance. 11 You know how much persecution 
and suffering I have endured. You know all about how I was persecuted in Antioch, Iconium, and 
Lystra—but the Lord rescued me from all of it. 12 Yes, and everyone who wants to live a godly life 
in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution. 13 But evil people and impostors will flourish. They will 
deceive others and will themselves be deceived. 
 



We do not need to be afraid of suffering for the sake of Christ and His ministry, because fear 
means we worry about the unknown or if something will or will not happen.  When we fear, we 
stop trusting God but instead start trusting our abilities or our situation. When we no longer 
totally trust God, our ministry will suffer.  Jesus told us that we will experience troubles and Paul 
backs that up a number of times in his letters because he had lived it over and over.  Worried 
about suffering?  Don’t, because suffering will come, but the consequences of facing the 
suffering are amazing.  The lost get found and the dead are raised to life.  There is no need to 
worry, God is in control. 
 

3. Work at telling others the Good News – 2 Timothy 4:1-2 
 
1 I solemnly urge you in the presence of God and Christ Jesus, who will someday judge the living 
and the dead when he comes to set up his Kingdom: 2 Preach the word of God. Be prepared, 
whether the time is favorable or not. Patiently correct, rebuke, and encourage your people with 
good teaching. 
 
The most important part of any ministry is the Gospel of Jesus because if you minister without 
it, you are just doing what any other kindhearted person would do.  It’s the Gospel that makes 
ministry more than just “helping” people.  What good is it to make sure someone is fed and 
clothed, when they are still going to Hell?  We must make the Gospel the central focus of any 
ministry we participate in. If we are not “gospel focused”, we must reevaluate what we are 
doing.  If you can hire a lost person to do it, it’s not a ministry.  God has written a story in the 
lives of all Christians who have been saved by grace. He wants that story to be shared because 
there are others who are just like you were, lost with no hope of ever saving themselves, that 
need to hear the same news you heard when you accepted Jesus as your Savior.  We must share 
the Gospel without losing focus and without fear of what might happen, when we feel like it, 
and when we don’t.  The Gospel must be shared! 
 

4.  Fully carry out the Ministry – 2 Timothy 2:1 
 
Timothy, my dear son, be strong through the grace that God gives you in Christ Jesus. 
 
As we said before, Ministry is hard.  There are going to be times when you want to quit, there 
will be times when it will be easier to stop ministering and just serve yourself.  But remember, 
there is a world out there that needs Jesus.  Yes, in our own strength we aren’t going to be able 
to accomplish all that God has set before us in ministry, but Paul reminds Timothy what to do 
when he feels like giving up, be strong!  Not in your own strength or abilities, but rather be 
strong through the grace that God gives you in Jesus Christ.  What a comforting reassurance that 
it’s not us, but Jesus that will carry out these sometimes seemingly impossible ministries 
through us. 
 

So let me ask you again what I asked at the first, “What is your ministry?”  If you are a Christian, then 
God has given you at least one, but how are you handling it?  Have you given up?  Have you never even 
started?  God is at work here at FBC Bloomfield and God needs all His children working.  We have a lot 



of new believers who need someone to come along to disciple them. There are plenty of others who are 
lost without hope outside the doors that desperately need someone to minister to them. God has given 
you gifts to do just that, to serve others and bring Him glory.  Today is the day!  Will you be obedient and 
start ministering today? 


