
Living Offensively: Accept Help 
Joshua 2:1-24 

 
I. Living offensively is faith in action; 2:1-8. 
 
1 Then Joshua son of Nun secretly sent two spies from Shittim. "Go, look over 
the land," he said, "especially Jericho." So they went and entered the house of 
a prostitute named Rahab and stayed there. 2 The king of Jericho was told, 
"Look! Some of the Israelites have come here tonight to spy out the land." 3 So 
the king of Jericho sent this message to Rahab: "Bring out the men who came 
to you and entered your house, because they have come to spy out the whole 
land." 4 But the woman had taken the two men and hidden them. She said, 
"Yes, the men came to me, but I did not know where they had come from. 5 At 
dusk, when it was time to close the city gate, the men left. I don't know which 
way they went. Go after them quickly. You may catch up with them." 6 (But she 
had taken them up to the roof and hidden them under the stalks of flax she 
had laid out on the roof.) 7 So the men set out in pursuit of the spies on the 
road that leads to the fords of the Jordan, and as soon as the pursuers had 
gone out, the gate was shut. 8 Before the spies lay down for the night, she went 
up on the roof 
 
Apparently, Rahab knew of the spies' mission and was sympathetic to it, 
because she had hidden the spies prior to the king's men arriving. She misled 
the king's agents about what she knew of the spies. In response to Rahab's 
incorrect information, the king's men set out in pursuit of the spies, heading 
toward the Jordan, where the spies would likely be returning to cross the 
Jordan.  
 
Living offensively is putting our words of faith into actions of faith. There are 
risks involved in being a part of God’s working in the world, but God protects 
us as we obey and live for His plan. His protection often comes in unexpected 
ways, just like the hope from Rahab, the Canaanite prostitute. 
 
 
II. Living offensively is faith in words; 2:9-14. 
 
9 and said to them, "I know that the LORD has given this land to you and that a 
great fear of you has fallen on us, so that all who live in this country are 
melting in fear because of you. 10 We have heard how the LORD dried up the 
water of the Red Sea for you when you came out of Egypt, and what you did to 
Sihon and Og, the two kings of the Amorites east of the Jordan, whom you 
completely destroyed. 11 When we heard of it, our hearts melted and 



everyone's courage failed because of you, for the LORD your God is God in 
heaven above and on the earth below. 12 Now then, please swear to me by the 
LORD that you will show kindness to my family, because I have shown kindness 
to you. Give me a sure sign 13 that you will spare the lives of my father and 
mother, my brothers and sisters, and all who belong to them, and that you will 
save us from death." 14 "Our lives for your lives!" the men assured her. "If you 
don't tell what we are doing, we will treat you kindly and faithfully when the 
LORD gives us the land." 
 
Rahab knew that Israel's God had given her people's land to Israel, and the 
entire land was melting in fear because of Israel. God already had dramatically 
delivered the Israelites in several ways in its brief history as a nation, and 
Rahab mentioned two of these great events: God's drying up of the Red Sea 
and the victories over two kings east of the Jordan.  
 
Not only did she affirm that her own land was to be given to the Israelites and 
that Israel's God had done some impressive things for His people, but she 
went further than that and affirmed that "the LORD your God is God in heaven 
above and on the earth below".  Here was Rahab, a Canaanite prostitute, 
affirming that Israel's God ruled over the very heavens and earth. 
 
Rahab was doing far more than merely trying to save her life or her family. She 
was acknowledging that this God she had heard about was the one and only 
true God. The only one out of dozens that she, as a Canaanite, knew about-
who was worthy of worship and allegiance. 
 
Now we know why she did what she did: she may have been afraid, as were all 
the other Canaanites, but she also had come to believe that there was only 
one true God. God's actions on behalf of His people had convinced her and she 
had changed her life and belief system because of it. 
 
She is a prime example of a non-Israelite who responded in faith to Israel's 
God. The inhabitants of Jericho presumably had the same opportunity to 
embrace Israel's God that Rahab did, but only she seized the opportunity, and 
consequently only she and her family were spared destruction. 
 
Living offensively requires faith also in what we say. “If you confess with your 
mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from 
the dead, you will be saved.” 
 
 
III. Living offensively accepts help; 2:15-24. 



 
15 So she let them down by a rope through the window, for the house she lived 
in was part of the city wall. 16 Now she had said to them, "Go to the hills so the 
pursuers will not find you. Hide yourselves there three days until they return, 
and then go on your way." 17 The men said to her, "This oath you made us 
swear will not be binding on us 18 unless, when we enter the land, you have tied 
this scarlet cord in the window through which you let us down, and unless you 
have brought your father and mother, your brothers and all your family into 
your house. 19 If anyone goes outside your house into the street, his blood will 
be on his own head; we will not be responsible. As for anyone who is in the 
house with you, his blood will be on our head if a hand is laid on him. 20 But if 
you tell what we are doing, we will be released from the oath you made us 
swear." 21 "Agreed," she replied. "Let it be as you say." So she sent them away 
and they departed. And she tied the scarlet cord in the window. 22 When they 
left, they went into the hills and stayed there three days, until the pursuers had 
searched all along the road and returned without finding them. 23 Then the two 
men started back. They went down out of the hills, forded the river and came 
to Joshua son of Nun and told him everything that had happened to them. 24 
They said to Joshua, "The LORD has surely given the whole land into our hands; 
all the people are melting in fear because of us." 
 
Rahab received a promise of mercy for her and her family because of her 
kindness to the spies.  They give conditions that Rahab must fulfill - hanging a 
scarlet cord from her window and gathering her family into her house. 
Relatives found outside the house will bear the bloodguilt for their own death; 
the spies, bloodguilt for any who die in her house. The spies report is 
confident and direct. The chapter ends with a positive word for Israel and the 
go-ahead to finally enter the land of Canaan. 
 
God not only welcomes outsiders but also uses them to encourage His people. 
Through Rahab, God confirmed that victory at Jericho was certain because He 
had already caused panic among the Canaanites.   
 
Conclusion 
 
But what happened to Rahab after Jericho fell and Joshua honored the spies' 
oath? Despite her important role in Joshua, the Old Testament never mentions 
her again, other than "she lives among the Israelites to this day" (6:25). The 
genealogy of Jesus informs us that she became the wife of the Judahite 
Salmon and the mother of Boaz. It would also imply a remarkable reversal of 
fortune for her. The once Canaanite prostitute condemned under God’s 



command, ends up a member of the prestigious royal line of David and an 
ancestor of the Messiah. The outsider becomes the insider in Israel. 
 
Hebrews 11:31 interprets her as an example of faith. James 2:25 goes even 
further. "Was not even Rahab the prostitute considered righteous for what she 
did when she gave lodging to the spies and sent them off in a different 
direction?"  
 
How well do you welcome outsiders into your life and into the life of the 
church especially those with difficult pasts or presents? Such people are 
demanding of time and energy. We tend to associate with people with whom 
we have a lot in common. God is at work in all kinds of ways and with all kinds 
of people. He expands our horizons and opens our eyes to things He is doing 
that we might otherwise miss. God is preparing you.  
 
With any person, behind the outward appearance and attitude, is a person for 
whom Jesus died. Pray that God will help you get past the unpleasant side of 
people. Get to know the people on their terms, not yours. Tell them how you 
see God at work in them. Share the gospel with them. Anyone willing to 
surrender in repentance and faith to God’s offer of salvation through Jesus can 
become an insider free of charge. 
 
God cares for outsiders. He is a God who uses a Canaanite prostitute and 
opens the door for her to become part of Israel. The church is not an exclusive 
club of those who keep things their way by keeping the Rahabs of this world 
out. Rather, we live out the words of Jesus, "Come to me, all you who are 
weary and burdened, and I will give you rest" (Matt. 11:28). 
 
God is open and ready to include all outsiders who respond in faith to Jesus. 
Are you? 


